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Rachel Jansen Jones Breeds Outside The Box

This small-scale hunter breeder in the Arizona desert is earning
high accolades for her A-circuit worthy offspring.

Alexandra Beckstett

doesn’t adhere to normal breeding protocol. She doesn’t
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breed solely for money, she doesn't follow the typical

trends, and more often than not, her coveted offspring go on to

show careers with her own clients.

The 39-year-old trainer’s small breeding pro-
gram may fly under most hunter riders’ radars,
but her homebreds are competing against
them (and winning) at the highest levels,

What makes Jones stand out from the
crowd is not only her penchant for
breeding high quality hunters, but
her ability to sell them at affordable
prices in a market where nice show
hunters sell for sky-high amounts.

One reason is because
Crossroads Farm, an 80-horse
show and lesson stable in Gilbert,
Ariz., is the real breadwinner for
Jones.

“There is no way I could have
made a living off my breeding,”
she said. “The showing and train-
ing is where I make my living. The
breeding is more of a sideline for
me, and I'm lucky that way.”

Originally from Minnesota,
where she rode with John and
Stephanie Kaneps, Jones has shown
hunters since age 10. She moved to
Arizona to pursue a public relations
degree at Arizona State University, but
the horses soon beckoned.

“It wasn't actually my plan to make
horses a profession—it just kind of
evolved that way,” she noted. “Horse
people tend to migrate back into the
horses wherever [they are].”

Casually attending local hunter
shows led to an eight-year stint as an
assistant trainer, which then led to the
purchase of Crossroads in 1998, Jones’
business exploded, but her clients lacked the top-level horses
they needed to contend on the competitive Arizona and HITS
circuits.

“The clientele I have is a wonderful group of people, but
they're working people, they're not wealthy people, and the
shows around here are quite competitive,” said Jones. “We
were doing well, but our quality of horses needed to get better,
and we couldn't afford to go out there and buy six-figure horses.”
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Rachel Jansen Jones has enjoyed breeding
horses that have won on the line, topped
inspections and starred in the hunter ring.
But mostly, she enjoys seeing her clients
mounted on horses they love.

Jones found a lot of success, however, in developing young
horses. So she bought a broodmare, her first homebred hit the
ground in 2000, and the breeding bug bit. Jones’ program has
now expanded to five broodmares, which she admitted is her

limit. After all, she has her showing, training and
lesson programs to run and a husband and

2-year-old son.
“The breeding is something I've
really developed a passion for,” she
said. “I love the training and the

showing, but I think the breeding
and bringing along the young
horses is my personal little hobby
It lets a lot of my clients have
access to a lot higher quality of
horse than maybe they would
have been able to own other-
wise.”

A Wunderful Match

Valerie Wunder, a 31-year-olc
adult amateur rider from
Phoenix, is one of the many
clients who've picked a horse

of a lifetime out of Jones’ crop.
After discovering that a horse
she purchased in 2006 had
chronic lameness issues and
would never be comfortable as a
4 riding horse, Wunder was crushed.
) & She turned to Jones for help.

S—_— > “Rachel was really good about under-
standing the fact that I was devastated
when my horse went lame, and she was
willing to work with me to purchase one
of her homebreds,” said Wunder. “I
explained to her that I couldn’t empty
my savings account for such a luxury,
because that's really what a horse is.”

Wunder was given the pick of a
group of yearlings and 2-year-olds
deemed within her budget, and a 2005 filly with a standout
personality won her over. A Little Romancze, or “Zoey,” (Alla’
Czar—Reina’s April Showers, Schoenfeld) wasn’t the superstar
of her class, however; her siblings were the ones winning on
the line.

“She reminds me of an underdog, and I took to that per-
sonality,” said Wunder. “I didn't even ride her. I watched
Rachel ride her and said, ‘Do you want a check?’ I knew Rachel

The Chronicle of the Horse



(Harseinspoart.com Phota)

SPORT HORSE BREEDING §ig-

“Rachel dabbles and stretches and reaches and sees where
she can make changes to produce a better quality baby:"
—Valerie Wunder

wouldn’t steer me wrong, and I really like
everything she’s ever produced.”

Like Zoey, Jones’ offspring are usually
defined by their easygoing dispositions.
Jones breeds with temperament in mind,
and she does so by establishing a strong
mare base.

Working primarily with Oldenburg-
inspected horses, she’s built her broodmare
string from mares that have either had suc-
cessful performance careers or have top-
notch movement, jumping form and per-
sonality.

“I learned early on that the mare is the
one that raises the baby—that’s where they
get most of their disposition from,” said
Jones. “So my mares have to have really
good dispositions.”
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Above: Rachel Jansen Jones isn't afraid to branch out from
traditional hunter breeding stallions. Ravenette, by Riverman,
was the premium high-score filly and high-score champion foal
at the 2007 Arizona ISR/Oldenburg inspection.

Left: Amateur rider Valerie Wunder found A Little Romancze
(Alla" Czar—Reina’s April Showers, Schoenfeld) to be her horse
of a lifetime.

Jones then seeks equally good-minded stallions to pair with
her mares, but she’s not afraid to think outside the box. While
she’s a huge supporter of such hunter sires as Alla’ Czar and
Cabalito, she tries not to get tied into just the horses that are
popular hunter sires.

“You have to look at everything that’s out there,” she said.
“I think one of the problems if you just look at hunter sires is
that you lose some of the scope and athleticism that you can
find in some stallions that aren’t being geared toward the
hunter market. So I try to stay open-minded.”

“In my opinion, a lot of people breed for one trait in partic-
ular, but Rachel dabbles and stretches and reaches and sees
where she can make changes to produce a better quality baby,”
Wunder noted.

With the help and advice of the Oldenburg and Rheinland
Pfalz-Saar International registries, Jones has branched out to
stallions not used as commonly in the hunter rings, such as
Riverman and Regazzoni. She's very high on her Regazzoni
foal and has a Riverman filly, Ravenette, that has already
been an Oldenburg site inspection winner. And this spring
she bred for the first time to superstar dressage stallion
Donarweiss.
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“Even though the warmblood inspec-
tors don't particularly cater to hunters,
they're a phenomenal resource as far as
which bloodlines mix best with which
bloodlines,” said Jones. “Conformation is
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conformation; athleticism is athleticism.
And it's important for the hunter to have
all that as well.”

Jones’ goal is to create inspection
toppers, winners on the line and stars in
the hunter ring from the long stirrup
division to the working hunters. Her
notable offspring include 2009 U.S.
Equestrian Federation Zone 8 yearling
hunter breeding champion Riesling
(Redwine—Center Ice, Corlando) and
Zoey’s full sister Gratczi, owned by Kiki
Gloskowski, who won the Sallie B.
Wheeler Hunter Breeding Champion-
ship—West in 2005.

East Coast trainer and clinician Holly
Hugo-Vidal was pleasantly surprised by
Jones’ slew of young homebreds.

“These attractive young horses were
ridden by juniors and amateurs and
were not only kind and quiet, but they
had lots of talent,” said Hugo-Vidal. “I
always say, ‘Pretty is as pretty does, but
these horses seem to have it all. Rachel
has found a very good formula for pro-
ducing lovely horses.”

Win-Win Situation

Jones might not be making a mint off
the horses she breeds, but the trade-off
is that she has the opportunity to train,

Rachel Jansen Jones bred Gratczi
(Alla" Czar—Reina’s April Showers,
Schoenfeld), who won the 2005 Sallie
B. Wheeler Hunter Breeding
Championship—West for owner

Kiki Gloskowski.

show and watch her offspring progress
even after they change ownership.

“I can afford to sell the babies for
honestly less than they're worth becaust
a lot of times they stay in the barn, and
get to show them and bring them along,
she said. “It’s been really fun to watch
them grow and mature and learn their
jobs.”

Jones also has the advantage of
knowing exactly what’s gone into each
of the young horses she shows. As she
puts it, there are no “hidden black holes.
She’s created a win-win situation for
herself and her mostly adult-amateur
hunter clientele. Her oldest homebred,
for instance, now age 10, has done every
thing from the first and second year
green hunters with Jones aboard to the
adult amateur hunters with his owner t
his current job in the jumper ring with
his owner’s hushand.

So while she doesn’t breed with spe-
cific clients in mind, Jones does breed
for what she wants in a horse, what
she’s going to enjoy riding, and what sh
knows will be competitive in the show
ring.

She’s aware that many breeders are
frustrated with the disconnect between
themselves and young horse trainers—
an obstacle she can avoid by bringing
her offspring along herself.

“The ladies in my barn are pretty
educated about young horses,” she
explained, “because they've watched it,
they know what’s involved, and they're
really good about letting me do what
needs to be done. I'm very lucky in that
way.”

On the other end, her clients get the
complete package for a bargain price—
young hunters with solid foundations,
good bloodlines and great minds. Her
quality animals are making some ama-
teur owners incredibly happy. @

“It’s been really fun to watch them grow
and mature and learn their jobs.”

—Rachel Jansen Jones
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